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        Yes           No        Unsure 

ESU # 19 
SURVEY OF GUIDANCE PROGRAMS IN NEBRASKA 

57 Responses Received 
 
 

1. The school board has adopted a written guidance and counseling plan. 96.5 1.8 1.8 

2. The school district has adopted the comprehensive guidance and counseling program as outlined in 
the 2000 Nebraska School Counseling Guide for Planning and Program Improvement. 

71.9 1.8 26.3 

3. Does a systematic guidance program exist, as opposed to a series of isolated services? 98.2 1.8 0 

4. Does the guidance program serve all children? 98.2 1.8 0 

5. Does the guidance program have a developmental emphasis? 98.2 1.8 0 

6. Does the guidance program involve cooperation between teachers, counselors, parents, 
administrators and community agencies? 

98.2 1.8 0 

7. Day to day administrative support is given to the goals and purposes of guidance and counseling. 86 8.8 5.3 

8. A standing advisory committee for the guidance and counseling program is established and actively 
meets to determine program design, content, structure and delivery. 

82.1 5.4 12.5 

9. Every three years, a needs assessment of student competencies is gathered from students, parents, 
community and staff. 

50 8.9 41.1 

10. Data is gathered from past graduates concerning the effectiveness of education/career planning. 35.1 10.5 54.4 

11. Does the guidance program reflect identified needs? 84.2 5.3 10.5 

12. Adequate financial resources are provided for the guidance and counseling program to fully ensure 
implementation. 

42.1 43.9 14 

13. Adequate facilities and equipment are available for students, parents and staff to use for education 
and career information including printed materials, computer assisted delivery systems and Internet 
resources. 

63.6 25.5 10.9 

14. Is there a written guidance curriculum that includes student competencies in: 

career development? 

 

academic development? 

 

social development? 

 

personal development? 

 

                                                                        IF YES, is the guidance and counseling curriculum used? 

 

98.2 

 

98.2 

 

98.2 

 

98.2 

 

100 

 

1.8 

 

1.8 

 

1.8 

 

1.8 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

 

0 

15. The guidance program has a component of responsive counseling services, including referral, for 
students, families and teachers in crisis situations. 

98.8 1.8 0 

16. The guidance program provides opportunities for all students, along with their parent/guardians to 
develop and monitor educational/career plans on a yearly basis. 

89.3 3.6 7.1 

17. Equal emphasis is placed on all postsecondary options of training: including apprenticeships, 
militar and technical ed cation programs as ell as 4 ear colleges and ni ersities hen

63.6 9.1 27.3 
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military, and technical education programs as well as 4-year colleges and universities, when 
assisting students with education/career planning. 

18. The guidance program has a plan for parental involvement.  83.6 7.3 9.1 

19. The guidance program intentionally supports teachers, administrators, parents and community with 
regard to school counseling issues by providing consultation, information and/or referrals. 

96.5 1.8 1.8 

20. Decisions about guidance learning activities are based on data gathered about the results of the 
program.  

78.6 3.6 17.9 

21. Does the program provide for an annual report that gives an accurate account of program 
effectiveness? 

87.7 8.8 3.5 

22. Counselors are provided sufficient access and time with students to implement effective guidance 
and counseling activities. 

73.7 21.1 5.3 

23. The counselor job description is directly related to tasks of a comprehensive guidance and 
counseling program. 

92.9 3.6 3.6 

24. Duties and job tasks of the school counselor allow 80% of professional time to be used in direct 
service to students. 

87.7 5.3 7 

25. A school counselor evaluation form is used rather than a classroom teacher evaluation form in yearly 
performance appraisals of counseling staff. 

87.5 5.4 7.1 

26. The district-wide guidance and counseling program is evaluated periodically based on program 
components of curriculum, responsive services, student planning and system support. 

98.2 0 1.8 

27. Is there active integration of Career and Technical Education programs and the guidance and 
counseling program? 

66.7 5.3 28.1 

28. Do school counselors use career resources available through the (CTE) Career and Technical 
Educators?   (e.g.  Family and Consumer Science, Marketing, Business and Technology, Industrial 
Technology, Agriculture) 

42.1 12.3 45.6 

29. Please list interest, aptitude, skill and career assessment inventories currently used in your school. 

30. Please list the computer assisted career delivery systems that are available to the students in your school. 

ECOS x 11 

Genderequity.org x 2 

Various websites x 9 

COIN x 6 

Learnlink x 2 

Career Explorer 
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31. Please recommend professional development topics for school counselors in Nebraska. 

Motivate Students 

ADHD 

OCD 

CD 

Loss 

Dealing with abuse and neglect 

Anger management 

Children in crisis 

Drug prevention 

Peer sexual harassment 

Positive peer culture 

Neuropsychological basis of reading disorders 

PESA parents workshop 

Conglict management 

Respecting differences 

Dealing with difficult/angry parents 

Interventions for apathetic students 

Careers that are practical as opposed to what is popular 

Community resources 

Mental health issues 

Guidance topics related to state standards 

Counselors role in special education SAT’s 

Eating disorders Male and Female 

Materials for small groups 

Counselor meeting – best practices 

More technology information 

Websites specifically for counselors 

Mentoring programs 

Working with gay/lesbian/bisexual/transexual and those who are not tolerant of them 

Delivering a system modle of comprehensive developmental guidance 

Legal concerns 

Indiv 
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32. Mark the best time to offer professional development:           fall:   53.1    winter:   20.4     spring:  10.2    summer: 16.3 

 
Donna Vrbka, Director 

Career Guidance and Counseling  
Nebraska Department of Education 

301 Centennial Mall South 
P.O. Box 94987 

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987 
 

Data Compiled by: 
Paul Barnes, Ph.D. 

 University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Counseling Department, KH 421 

Omaha, NE 68182 


